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August 10, 2021

AvalonBay Communities Inc
Attn: Carl Shorett

10885 NE 4" St, #500
Bellevue, WA 98004

RE: Response to Herrera Comments on WRI Wetland Determination

This letter provides a response to peer review comments prepared by Herrera on July 16, 2021, on
the Wetland Resources, Inc. (WRI) Wetland Determination Report for the property located at 1040
12" Ave NW, Issaquah, Washington (subject property). Herrera agree that there are no wetlands
located within the boundary of the subject property but requests additional information about
streams and wetlands located off the subject property to the east and the ditch located along NW
Newport Way. Herrera’s comments are 1dentified below i izalics with the response n regular text.

Figure 1 i the WRI report shows the sulyect property boundary but the figure does not show the

distance of the property line to the offsite wetland. Based on field observations and a review of
available iformation, the findings of the WRI report do not comply with IMC 18.10.640(C),

IMC18.10.640(D), and IMC 18.10.410. If the regulatory buflers with the greatest extents are applied
to the ofisite wetland (up to 225 feet), it is possible that the wetland buffer and associated building
setback will extend onto the subject property. There is no mdication in the WRI report regarding
an estimate of wetland rating or associated buflers. The property map included in the WRI report
does not show approximate locations of oft-site wetlands or streams and their associated estimated
bufters. An estimated wetland rating and map of the approximate wetland location are needed to

support a conclusion that wetland buflers and associated building setbacks do not extend onto the

subject property.

An additional site investigation was conducted along with an aerial photo and topographic analysis
to approximate the off-site wetland and stream. These off-site features are depicted in relation to
the boundary of the subject property on the attached map. In addition, the off-site wetland has been
rated utilizing the Washington State Wetland Rating System for Western Washington - 2014
Update (Ecology Publication No. 14-06-029, October 2014) as required by ISD 18.10.620. The oft-
site wetland 1s rated as a Category IIT with a habitat score of 5 and 1s, therefore, designated a 75-foot
protective buffer. See the attached Critical Area Determination map for the locations of off-site
streams, wetlands, buffers, and setbacks.
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Compliance with IMC 18.10.640(C)
The off-site wetland 1s a Category III with a habitat score of 5 and therefore 1s designated a 75-foot
protective buffer. This buffer does not extend onto the subject property.

Compliance with IMC 18.10.640(D)
An additional 15-foot building setback shall be established from the outer edge of the required
buffer. The required 15-foot building setback does not extend onto the subject property.

Compliance with IMC 18.10.410

A crnitical area study 1s required for a development proposal that will encroach mto a critical area, 1s
constructed adjacent to a critical area, or could have a probably adverse impact to a critical area,
unless the Director waives the requirement for a critical area study. The development proposal for
the subject property meets the requirements for a waiver. Those requirements are 1dentified below

mn 1talics with the response in regular text.
1 There will be no alteration of the critical areas or required bulffers; and

Given that the critical areas and required buffers are located entirely off the subject
property, no alteration will occur.

2. The development proposal will not affect the critical areas in a manner contrary to the
goals, purposes, objectives, and requirements of this chapter; and

Given that the critical areas do not extend nto the subject property, the goals, purposes,
objectives, and requirements of this chapter are met.

3. The minimum standards required by this chapter are met,

Given that the critical areas and all required buffers and setbacks do not extend nto the
subject property, all standards of this chapter are met.

Based on the review of the historic channel relocation design in Attachment A, it is possible that the
City’s environmental protection regulations would apply to the drainage feature where it extends
along the southern boundary of the subyect property. If the City determined that the drainage feature
was constructed to convey Hlows from a naturally occurring feature, then the City of Issaquah would
likely classily the feature as a stream and environmentally critical areas regulations would apply.

WRI researched and evaluated additional available resources and mvestigated the upstream basin to
determine the source of hydrology entering the ditch located on the subject property. WRI
concludes the drainage feature 1s properly classified as a ditch. These additional resources and
associated findings include:

e (City of Issaquah GIS Data Viewer (Attached as Exhibit 1)

This resource does not depict any natural source of water entering the storm drainage system
upstream of the subject property or contributing flow to the ditch. A stream (natural flow) 1s
shown crossing under Newport Way NW near the subject property’s southeast corner. Based
on the lidar background imaging and visual observations, the confluence of the ditch and stream
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1s approximately 200 feet further east than imdicated by GIS data, meaning the stream and its
associated buffers do not reach the subject property.

e King County iMap (Attached as Exhibit 2)

This resource does not depict any wetlands or streams within the contributing basin for the ditch.
A wetland 1s identified west of 12" Ave NW, but based on topography, it drains west into Tibbets
Creek rather than northeast ito the subject property. No streams or natural drainage features
contributing to the ditch are observable on the subject property in 1936 King County Aerial
photo. The mapped stormwater system does not show any streams or wetlands contributing to
the ditch.

e 1975 WDFW Catalog of Washington Streams and Salmon Utlization (Attached as Exhibit 3)

This resource does not depict any streams within the boundary of the subject property. Tibbetts
Creek 1s depicted west of the subject property, and a tributary stream 1s depicted to the east.
Neither of these features are depicted as contributing water to the ditch.

e Issaquah Short Plat (8/05/93)(Attached as Exhibit 4)

This resource 1dentifies the Drainage District #4 Pickering Lateral Easement on the face of the
plan along with a note that states the ditch 1s to be vacated and moved to its current location.
Note the reference 1s to a ditch and not a stream.

e King County Superior Court Decision - Condemnation for Drainage System (August 1916)
(Attached as Exhibit b)

This Superior Court decision orders the condemnation of land, including a portion of the subject
property, for the construction of a drainage system consisting of a series of drainage ditches,
which the court deemed “improvements” not natural features. The drainage feature on the
property 1s one of the ditches established by the Superior Court decision.

e 12" And Newport Building - Phase 11 Channel Relocation, Vegetation and Trail Plan, The
Watershed Companyv (10/26/86) (Attached as Exhibit 6)

This resource shows the relocation of the ditch into its current location and configuration. A
stream 1s not referenced anywhere i the plan and the ditch 1s only referred to as a “channel.”
Construction Note 1 references the need for an HPA for any “in channel work”, but again does
not reference the feature as a stream. Based on the text type (not-hand lettered) this may be a
standard construction note carried over from another plan sheet.

e Lvergreen Ford and Lincoln SDP Appeal Decision (SDP19-00001) (Attached as Exhibit 7)

This decision reaffirms that the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin and Nonpoint action plan 1s
the legislatively adopted standard for distinguishing streams from other artificial water courses.
It states:

IMC 18.10.390’s definition of “streams,” a landform feature included within the
critical areas defimition, explicitly excludes “excavated or other entirely artificial
watercourses, including nrrigation ditches, swales, roadside ditches, canals, storm or
surface water runoff devices.” In turn, IMC 18.10.390 defines “ditch” as “[a] long,
narrow human-built excavation that conveys storm water, agricultural runoff or
nrigation water that 1s not identified as a classified or unclassified stream m the
Issaquah Creek Final Basin and Nonpomt Action Plan (1996).”  Accordingly,
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landform features appropriately classified as a ditch are not critical areas subject to
critical areas regulations.

Based on the investigation of the contributing basin and exhaustive review of existing available
mformation including decades-old (in one case century old) documents, the ditch on the subject
property does not convey a relocated or natural stream system and 1s an excavated or other entirely
artificial watercourses for the purpose of conveying surface water. Therefore, it does not meet the
definition of stream. Furthermore, ditches are defined in the Issaquah Municipal Code as “A long,
narrow human-built excavation that conveys storm water, agricultural runofl or irrigation water that
1s not identified as a classified or unclassified strean in the Issaquah Creek Final Basin and Nonpoint
Action Plan (1996).” IMC 18.10.390. The dramnage feature on the subject property does not meet
the definition of stream within IMC 18.10.390 and clearly meets the defimition of ditch
IMC 18.10.390. Therefore, the ditch 1s not regulated under 18.10 Critical Area Regulations.

In conclusion, the development proposal will not disturb any critical areas or encroach onto any
critical area buffers.

1

SAE—

Scott Brainard, PWS
Principal Ecologist
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Avalon Bay Newport Way

EXHIBIT 1

City of Issaquah, WA GIS

694.4 Feet

DISCLAIMER: These maps and other data are for informational purposes and have not been prepared
for, nor are they suitable for legal, surveying, or engineering purposes. Users of this information should
review or consult the primary data and information sources to ascertain the usability of the information.
The City of Issaquah makes no warranty or guarantee as to the content, accuracy, timeliness, or
completeness of any of the data provided, and assumes no legal responsibility for the information
contained hereon.
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King County iMap EXHIBIT 2

i e

The information included on this map has been compiled by King County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. King County Date: 8/6/2021
makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. This documentis :

not intended for use as a survey product. King County shall not be liable for any general, special, indirect, incidental, or consequential damages including,

but not limited to, lost revenues or lost profits resulting from the use or misuse of the information contained on this map. Any sale of this map or information on

this map is prohibited except by written permission of King County.

Notes: King County
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EXHIBIT 4

APPROVALS RECORDING NO VOL. /PAGE
Issaquah Planning Department: King County Department of Assessmen’;s 0490 l 1 / .
ISSAQUAH SHORT PLAT NO. _93=02 | cines and approved this doy of - IAARREM _ 1994 9404 97 200
KlNG COUNTY WASHlNGTON PP! == — day of — —— Examined and approved this 47( day of PR, 1994
’ : S CwaT T AL O A= SCALE: 1 inch = 200 ft. I NENI 1
‘ Assessor 1] 100 200 300 400 500
Issaquah Department of Public Works: (\( W
3 oy of ,M_, 1994 . — PORTION OF ;
DEDICATION Deputy Assessor A e~ Date 42310 _NWaNE__1/4 of __NW 1/4, S.__28 T._ 24N R._6E, WM
~ PS
_DEUILA VN Account Number 27’ 824ox 23/ & PORTION OF SE1/4 & SW1/4 OF SW1/4 S. 21 T. 24N., 6E., W.M
KNOW ALL PEOPLE BY THESE PRESENTS that we, the undersigned owners 20 21 \
of interest in the land hereby short subdlvided, hereby declare this &= T e e e e I R =
short plat to be the graphic representation of the short subdivision 29 4 2 e R N 21
made hereby, and do hereby dedicate to the use of the public forever ! | >~ . e = —
all streets and avenues not shown as private hereon and dedicate the ' ' o
use thereof for all public purposes not inconsistent with the use 1 | H ~a
thereof for public highway purposes, and aiso the right to make all | ul ~
necessary slopes for cuts and fills upon the lots shown thereon in the ' %’ ~
original reasonable groding of said streets and avenues, and further [ WEST LINE OF !
dedicate to the use of the public all the easements and tracts shown ' EAST 1460.31 %’
on this short plat for all public purposes as indicated thereon, in— | : o)
cluding but not limited to parks, open space, utilltles and drainage I EXISTING EXISTING EXISTING Ej 4/04“
unless such easements or tracts are specifically identified on this 1 EXIST BUILDING BUILDING BUILDING 8! A’N@
short plat as being dedicated or conveyed to a person or entity other H B)l.(lllfDll‘l\\‘l% ] a’ LOT W
than the public, in which case we do hereby dedicat h street: 1 H ¢
public, in ch case y dedicate such streets, | ! L'_ﬁl_l H o
easements, or trocts to the person or entity identified and for the 1 <‘]’> SO oﬁ%
purpose stated. | ; i Op» ™ Q B %
Further, the undersigned owners of the land hereby short [ ’ TITLE REPORT ~ 40\96
subdivided waive for themselves, their heirs and assigns and any l PARCEL *B” ~ »"J
i . d ¢ [ | oy 75
person or entity deriving title from the undersigned, any and all { ~ 0p.
claims for damages against City of Issaquah, Its successors and assigns | ! LOT 1 | ~o 7)
which may be occasioned by the establishment, construction, or main-- I I 1 H e ~
tenance of roads and/or-drainage systems within this short subdlvision ! (|> I O‘( ° N
other than claims resulting from inadequate maintenance by City of | _.____‘______<TITLE REPORT e 2 os >
Issaquah. | PARCEL "A T ST, 8%
Further, the undersigned owners of the land hereby short 1 20"
subdivided agree for themselves, their heirs and assigns to indemnify i ¥
and hold City of Issaquah, its successors and assigns, harmless from any OI ! “
damage, including any costs of defense, claimed by persons within or B } \9
without this short subdivision to have been caused by alterations of 2' | D ‘? 3
the ground surface, vegetation, drainage, or surface or sub—surface l i é"v‘?" TITLE REPORT
water flows within this short subdivision or by establishment, con— ! v PARCEL "C" ’
struction or maintenance of the roads within this short subdivision. gl |
Provided, this waiver and indemnification shall not be construed as | 4y yvy—™ | 47 Sl
releasing City of Issaquah, its successors or assigns, from liabillty for <l P T = LOT
damages, including the cost of defense, resulting in whole or in part ' . -
from the negligence of City of Issaquah, its successors, or assigns. l | - ——— ﬂ )
This subdivision, dedication, waiver of claims and agreement to l | /(/ = 200
hold harmless is made with the free consent and in accordance with the ! H P \
desires of said owners. , ! ~
i
|
MTNESS WHEREOF we set our hands and seals. I H
i
m/} [ SEE SHEETS 2 & 3 i
Sl |1 FOR MORE DETAIL
Naphe Name H . \
A R —d N A\ S. LINE N. 50’
ame Name n 2. \ N SE1/4 NW1/4
_ e SQUTH LINE_QF THE NE1/4 NW1/4 v \ \
L N N N e SUBDIVISION LINE
AXN N—
State of Washington \\ \ N T
County of W g %\\ \ x———— — T T T
| certify that | know or have satisfactory eeldencs that EXISTING LOT B N\ W W_m__~—jl
P T N R PARCEL A:
3igued this strument and ocknowledged It to be (nie/ner) free and EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIGIAN, N KING_ COUNTY, WASHINGTON, LING. NORTHWESTERLY, NORTHERLY AND - * AR
voluntary act for the uses and purposes mentioned in the instrument. NORTHEASTERLY OF NEWPORT-ISSAQUAH ROAD NO. 1025 (ALSO KNOWN AS SOUTHEAST NEWPORT WAY): :lHOARTrHZgT‘IY‘IOE’\;(TgZSTgE szEra\glNEisDESCRIBED PROFERTY Lﬂ%%_ﬁfﬁgg?Lgugg_r'lE'}';EO‘gEggcli_llNE ;;r;D IS
EXCEPT THAT PORTION LYING NORTHERLY OF THE SOUTH UINE OF LOT 2 OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH SHORT TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WlLLAMETTE MERIDKAN IN KING COUNTY WASHINGTON. THE EAST
PLAT NUMBER 78-07 AS DEPICTED BY LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT RECORDED UNDER RECORDING NUMBER 1460.31 FEET, AS MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES TO THE EAST LI WEST QUARTER OF
8007230434; AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION THEREOF LYING WITHIN THE EAST 1460.31 FEET.Ol SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST. WILLAMETTE MER"),AN |N ng cou
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 28, AS MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES TO_THE EAST LINE OF THE WASHINGTON, OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: THAT PORTION OF THE soumwzsv QUARTER OF
NORTHWEST QUARTER; AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION THEREOF LYING WITHIN 212TH AVENUE SOUTHEAST SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN IN KING COUN
MLl (12TH AVENUE NORTHWEST); AND EXCEPT THAT PORTION THEREOF LYING DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: WASHINGTON, LYING SOUTHERLY OF SOUTHEAST 64TH STREET Al UTHWESTERLY OF PRIMARY STATE
Signoture of B T T e T R R e e, fBOVE, DESCRIBED TRACT, BEING_THE INTERSECTION: OF HIGHWAY NO, 2, AS CONDEMNED IN KING COUNTY, SUPERIOR COURT CAUSE NUMBER 317001; ALSO THE
b Notary Publio-— X — THE EASTERLY MARGIN OF 12TH AVI € NORTHERLY MARGIN OF S.E. NEWPORT WAY AND WEST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER; THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER; AND THE
i [ T BEING THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF |_0'r 3 ISSAQUAH SHORT PLAT NUMBER 78—07, AS AMENDED UNDER NORTH 50 FEET OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTngsT QUARTER, LYING NORTHWESTERLY,
! Doted e RECORDING NUMBER 7812190858 AND LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT UNDER RECORDING NUMBER B007230434; NORTHERLY AND NORTHEASTERLY OF NEWPORT-ISSAQUAH ROAD NO. 1025 AND SOUTHWESTERLY OF PRIMARY
7T My appointment expires THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREES 39'22" EAST ALONG THE EAST MARGIN OF 12TH AVENUE N.W., A DISTANCE STATE HIGHWAY NO. 2, AS CONDEMNED IN KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT CAUSE NUMBER 317001, ALL IN
. OF 450.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 20'38" EAST A DISTANCE OF 636.60 FEET; THENCE SOUTH SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN KING COUN
01 DEGREES 39'22" WEST A DISTANCE OF 201.72 FEET TO AN INTERSECTION WITH THE NORTHERLY. WASHINGTON; EXCEPT THE EAST 60 FEET THEREOF AND THE SOUTH 30 FEET THEREOF DED.(;ATED 10 THE
MARGIN OF S.E. NEWPORT WAY, THENCE SOUTH 63 DEGREES 23'02" WEST ALONG SAID NORTHERLY CITY OF ISSAQUAH FOR PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND UTILITIES BY INSTRUMENT RECORDED UNDER
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL KA ST B Son L0 AR o SR e, NS SRR SN, ot Mt dhanicto
. s ' PARCELS A—~D ALSO SHOWN OF RECORD AS NEW LOT B, ISSAQUAH LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT RECORDED UNDER
/PLAT RESTRICTIONS: él}f}R%IEEANBCE OF 364.78 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING: P OORDING NUMBER, 8603040035,
T PORTION OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY LYlNG WESTERLY OF THE WEST LINE AND ITS
RO R O ey, T pasRESS, NORTHERLY EXTENSION O THE EAST 8430 FEET £ NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 28, TOGETHER WITH EXISTING LOT A
A TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WlLLAMETTE MER!DIAN IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON; THE EAST THAT PORTION OF LOT 3, ISSAQUAH SHORT PLAT 78—07 AS AMENDED UNDER A.F. #7812190858 AND
(EAST OF THE MINOR WATERCOURSE) AND THAT THIS SAME EASEMENT 1460.31 FEET AS MEASURED AT RIGHT ANGLES TO THE EAST LINE OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF REVISED UNDER LL.A. UNDER A.F. #8007230434. MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: THAT
SHALL BE PROVIDED BETWEEN LOTS 3 & 4 (WEST OF THE MINOR WATER SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN KING COUNTY, PORTION OF THE NW 1/4 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 N. RANGE 6 E., WM. IN KING
COURSE). THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE PLACED AS PART OF THE REQUIRED WASHINGTON OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: THAT PORTION OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF COUNTY, WASHINGTON, LYING NORTHERLY OF NEWPORT—ISSAQUAH ROAD #1025 (ALSO KNOWN AS SE
- COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS (CC & R's) FOR THE PROJECT ON TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN KING COUNTY, NEWPORT WAY) EXCEPT THAT PORTION LYING WITHIN- 12TH AVE. N.W. SAID PARCEL BEING DESCRIBED
g AS REQUIRED BY MSP 91-01. WASHINGTON, LYING SOUTHERLY OF SOUTHEAST 64TH STREET AND SOUTHWESTERLY OF PRIMARY STATE AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SW CORNER OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED TRACT BEING THE INTERSECTION
2 2, AS CONDEMNED IN KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT CAUSE NUMBER 31 7001 ALSO THE OF(THE EASTERLY MARGIN OF 12TH AVE. N.W. AND THE NORTHERLY MARGIN OF S.E. NEWPORT WAY AND
2. SUBJECT TO: MSP 91—01, MSPA 93—01 & 93—04, COVENANTS, WEST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER ; THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE T QUARTER; AND BEING THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 3, AND LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT UNDER A.F. # 8007230434;
CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTION’S (CC & R's) TO BE RE(‘:ORDED " THE NORTH 50 FEET OF THE SOUTHEAST QUA TER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER LYING NORTHWESTERLY THENCE NORTH 01 DEGREE 39'22" EAST ADJACENT TO THE EAST MARGIN OF 12TH AVE. N.W. A DISTANCE
N NORTHERLY AND NORTHEASTERLY OF NEWPORT—\SSAQUAH ROAD NO. 1025 AND SOUTHWESTERLY OF PRIMARY OF 450.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES 20'38" EAST A DISTANCE OF 636.60 FEET; THENCE SOUTH
[ STATE HIGHWAY N CONDEMNED IN KING COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT CAUSE NUMBER 317001, ALL iN 01 DEGREE 39'22" WEST A DISTANCE OF 201.72 FEET TO AN INTERSECTION WITH THE NORTHERLY
E=] CTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN KING COUl MARGIN OF S.E. NEWPORT WAY; THENCE SOUTH 63 DEGREES 23'02" WEST ALONG SAID NORTHERLY MARGIN L
WASHINGTON. EXCEPT THE SOUTH 30 FEET THEREOF DEDICATED TO THE CITY OF ISSAQUAH FOR PUBLIC A DISTANCE_OF 326.35 FEET TO A POINT OF CURVATURE; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF (@)
RIGHT OF WAY AND UTILITIES BY INSTRUMENT RECORDED UNDER RECORDING NUMBER 8810241030. 788.60 FOOT RADIUS CURVE TO THE RIGHT, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 26 DEGREES 31'11" AN ARC <C
PARCEL D: B THE CITYOF 1SSAUAN B INSTROWENT, RECORDED (UNDER. AL $8811101034, (KNOWN AS NEW LOT A <
THAT PORTION OF GILMAN BOULEVARD VACATED UNDER CITY OF ISSAQUAH ORDlNANCE NUMBER 1713, .
LOCATED IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, GE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #88—03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDING #8805230297) i
MERIDIAN, IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, AND THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 24 EXCEPT: (@]
NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON. NEW LOT A LA MO, 93-07 ( SEE SHEET 3 OF 3 FOR DESCRIPTION ) =
:\dwg\iss\t—sp1
2
) »
= RECORDER’S CERTIFICATE LAND SURVEYOR’'S CERTIFICATE SHORT PLAT
‘Z filed £ d thi 9 d Y- gfy ‘3 sé This Short Plat correctly represents a survey made by TARGET SURVEYORS’ INC. FOR
3 e or recor 18 lonees ay o f’- 1 at M me or under my direction in conformance with the 58 NORTH FRONT STREET, ROOM 200 TRAMMELL CROW COMPANY
& in book 2 M. ofSdLdt paged@@...at_the request of B requirements of the appropriate State and Municipal ISSAQUAH, WASHINGTON 98027 COMMONS AT ISSAQUAH
- [e -+ , & ’ Statutes and Ordinances. (206) 392-8533  FAX (206) 557—0470 i
z Ret+eor DWN. BY DATE JOB NO.
iy e / % Rg ,m REWSED _ 8/10/93 & 8729793 (Iot3) DERSHAM 8/05/93 89—-010
%
2 Za_,—»’ 110y _— < L.S. 11691 "‘\I?b )0\4— REVISED ©/23/03 (LOTS 1.& 3 ) CHKD. BY SCALE SHEET
- S| Fﬁ Gordon S. Rector Certificate No. | REVISED 12/10/93 (LOTS 1. & 3 ) e d: 1" = 200 ]. 8
u ; REVISED _ 3/25/94 misc. PLT 3/25/94 '”"‘“””' (i —
e
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K.C. SURV. #

e S88'20'05"E_RECORL & CALC
2637.24" R: . ~
" WEST LINE OF
i < 1O 1460.31°
” "OROT . POSITION i
;S A\, <
9m 2 =5 ¢
S5 SPT8 Guoer = Bl
=8 RIENDEL, 519085 L
M R ® THE CITY DETERMINED EXISTING s g°
5 < D.D.#4 TO BE AN EASE- BUILDING =
¥ MENT ONLY— CONVEYED SiaheT—
- FROM KING CO. TO THE B
& CITY OF ISSAQUAH BY Ml
& QUIT CLAIM DEED PER N 5
- KC REC.# 8111120593, <
EXISTING
EXISTING BUILDING 30
BUILDING EXISTING
R —~ BUILDING ]
i ~ESTABLISHED BY 38
L.L.A# 8007230434 N8820°05"W o
1145.35" REC. & CALC. %g
’ 10" TO BE CONVEYED 695.00° 22
e 0
| — TO CITY OF ISSAQUAH | 440.35
. 2,629 sq. ft. 7] |
% 0.0604 acres 5 t
Qu 2 I
25, LOT £ !
ane ! FH |
(QITJ..J g; .\U 28 H
Ol X B 83 |
%3§ N e 344 N <l>
[p=171 H . % bl o |
i _——10’ UTILITY ESMT. TO CITY £=0229'22" N5 ‘ks - |
N b AF. # 7902090967 182,740 sq. ft. Y 2 b ,')/ $ |
— 3. $88°20°05"E 41951 acres L=20.18" . gc . o (,V\ |
MAEI._‘!JEV. T TELE. ESMT. A.F.# 3880279, AMENDED # 3806387 DELETED & REVISED # 8903270620 - B . Il
ST. 35.50" METRO ESMT. A.F.# 6108308 |
o e : — I
"_} 10’2?8'338&: CONVEYED 6730?222’ TO BE VACATED & o5& |
O = 2 Lad
%, ! —"" 10 CITY OF ISSAQUAH N88'20'05"W & MOVED TO PHYSICAL —+= Q Fo.L I'
| 434 sq. ft. = DITCH LOCATION |
Zo | 0.0329 acres = ORIGINAL ~ |
=2 XISTIN kY
| S \ LoT UNE LOT £ :
2 aoi 313 3 |
pflsort z|* !
> | =2
| ar /s 000 N8s2odswWl o T T T ———— —_—— — e
'
| :
N 168,711 sq. ft. P
| < 40 3.8731 acres
P S
[
gl |
o i
! \\
I EXISTING ©R o
| & BUILDING b T 2R7e. e
i = | P A2 RS
5| g 7/ \
I 2 3 =10’ TO BE CONVEYED
| 9 TO CITY OF ISSAQUAH
T 397 sq. ft.
l i 0.0091 acres
| [ . ) 20" SLOPE & UTILITY
! £=04'03'5 EASEMENT S.P. 78-07
| | ; R=778.60' K ;
. N il L=55.25 /
I g T aepeldsty G AR27%E s . J C/L CURVE DATA (REC)
| 9 1| WAO s.450° N 35
@ H R
I . L = 465.40°
[ ;» CURVE REVISED 8Y PETITION
| 3 ! CO. COMM. JOURNAL VOL. 23
@ 1751
| R E NOTE:
HIRL “—— 70’ BUFFER FROM THE NEWPORT WAY 3
s CURB THROUGH ORIGINAL QUANTUM PARCEL i
P AND A 50" BUFFER FROM THERE ON ————— 4

ACCORDING TO M.S.P. APPROVAL CONDITION 1.12

~__CONVEYED TO CITY/
AF.# 8611101024
- FND CASED MON. ON C/L
NEWPORT 0.83" EAST Of
SUB'D. LINE.

FND & ACCEPTED B.C.E. REBAR W/
CAP IN K.C.A.S. POSITION ( EASTSIDE
CONSULTANTS REPLACED W/ ALUM. MON.)

29

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL
/PLAT RESTRICTIONS:

1. THAT A RECIPROCAL EASEMENT SHALL BE PROVIDED FOR INGRESS,
EGRESS, PARKING AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION BETWEEN LOTS 1 & 2
(EAST OF THE MINOR WATERCOURSE) AND THAT THIS SAME EASEMENT
SHALL BE PROVIDED BETWEEN LOTS 3 & 4 (WEST OF THE MINOR WATER
COURSE). THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE PLACED AS PART OF THE REQUIRED
COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS (CC & R's) FOR THE PROJECT

AS REQUIRED BY MSP 91-01.

2. SUBJECT TO: MSP 91—01, MSPA 93—01 & 93—04, COVENANTS,
CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS (CC & R's) TO BE RECORDED.

'L'\"%uv R AT R AT T R 00

REV.:8/10/93
REVISED LOT 3 :8/23/93
REVISED LOT 1 :9/22/93

REVISED ALL LOTS/AREAS/LEGALS: 9/23/93
REVISED D.D.#4 NOTES 12/28/93
REVISED MISC. FOR FINAL 3/25/94 & PLOTTED

0D LOT LINE S.P.~78-0

N35°32'367W,"
135732 3P

E 699900

MATCHLINE

37"

VOL. /PAGE

$01:39'52"w
195.67"

S. LINE OF THE

BRASS CAP AT MT. PARK BLVD.

N. '
% i SEI/e MW
< HERBERT 'S. UPPER'S 3rd ADD.

%\ NW LOCUST ST

S8820°08"E ]

I PATE & /05,93

[ CHKD. BY g; 0 I soaLE

100’
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ISSAQUAH SHORT PLAT NO. _93=02
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

CALCULATED THEORETICAL K.C.A.S. - -
POSITION PER R.0O.S. V. 44, PG. 24
REC. NO. 8503209001.

E 699900

VACATED BY ORD. #1713
CITY RETAINED EASEMENTS

MATCHLINE

—

—
\A PORTION OF

LoT 2 PROPOSED C/L

733.32°
NO151°56"E

Ith AVE NW

60" R/W REC. #8810241030

Rk e . —

G885

30" R/W REC. #8810241030\

SUBDIVISION _LINE

~-D.D.#4 SUPERIOR DIT(
# CH ESMT. ... 636.96" CITY OF ISSAQUAH

336.96°___
N88°20°08"wW 1038.70° S. LINE OF THE
e ey — — — £ N0 SE1 )4 NWi/a

N._LINE BLOC
— HERBERT S. UPPERKS 23)rd ADD.

CITY REC. # 8610101716
AND REC. # 8610091034

SMT. PER SUPERIOR COURT

D4D,§4 E:
/CAU € NO. 115812 PAGE 14.

REV.: 8,/10,/93
REVISED EXCEPTION :8/23/93

REVISED ALL LOTS/AREAS/LEGALS: 9/23/93

REVISED D.D.#4 NOTES 12/29

/93 DATE CHKD.
REVISED: MISC. FINAL 3/25/94 & PLOTTED 8/05/93 g@&

¥

RECORDING NO.

4049011 47 00 6

SCALE: 1 inch = 100 ft. NN T T T

[¢] 100

MERIDIAN:

K.C.A.S. BASED ON SURVEY BY GEORGE W. DRYSDALE, L.S. NO. 6228 OF
BARGHAUSEN ENGINEERS, INC., JOB NO. 1513 IN 1985. THEY HELD K.C.A.S.
BEARING ON THE NORTH LINE OF THE NW1/4 SECTION 28—24N—R6E, W.M.

LIST OF UNPLOTTABLE EASEMENTS

1. EASEMENT NO. 8703230412 & NO. 8701300916 TO P.S.P. & L.

10" IN WIDTH 5 EACH SIDE OF FACIUITIES AS CONSTRUCTED O
PREMISES. AFFECTS LOT B PER L.L.A. 8603040035 AND
VACATED STREET.

2. EASEMENT TO TELEPHONE CO. — U.S. WEST NO. 3880279 CONVEYS
REVISED EASEMENT & NO. 8903270619 EXTINGUISHES.

EXCEPTION (CONT. FROM SHEET 1 OF 3) LOT "A” L.L.A. NO. 93—07

THAT PORTION OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6
EAST, W.M. DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE EASTERLY MARGIN OF
12TH AVE. N.W. AND THE NORTHERLY MARGIN OF NEWPORT WAY N.W. (ALSO CALLED S.E. NEWPORT WAY)
AS THE MARGIN WAS DEDICATED TO THE CITY OF ISSAQUAH BY INSTRUMENT RECORDED UNDER KING
COUNTY RECORDER’S #8611101024; THENCE NORTH O1 DEGREE 39'22" EAST ALONG THE EASTERLY MARGIN
OF SAID 12TH AVE N.W. A DISTANCE OF 573.04 FEET TO A POINT WHICH BEARS SOUTH 01 DEGREE
39'22" WEST A DISTANCE OF 35.50 FEET FROM THE INTERSECTION OF THE EASTERLY MARGIN OF SAID
12TH AVE. N.W. WITH A LINE THAT BEARS SOUTH 88 DEGREES 20°05" EAST FROM A MONUMENT IN CASE
AT THE INTERSECTION OF SAID 12TH AVE. N.W. AND N.W. MAPLE STREET; THENCE SOUTH 88 DEGREES
20°05"EAST A DISTANCE OF 260.38 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREE 39°22" WEST PARALLEL TO THE
EASTERLY MARGIN OF SAID 12 AVE, N.W. A DISTANCE OF 460.74 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 22 DEGREES
32'53" EAST A DISTANCE OF 59.83° TO A POINT OF CURVATURE ON THE NORTHERLY MARGIN OF SAID
NEWPORT WAY N.W, HAVING A RADIUS OF 778.60 FEET, THE CENTER POINT OF WHICH BEARS NORTH

22 DEGREES 33'02" WEST; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE WHICH IS TO

THE RIGHT, THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF O7 DEGREES 52'03" AN ARC DISTANCE OF 106.91 FEET TO

AN ANGLE POINT IN SAID MARGIN; THENCE NORTH 14 DEGREES 40'59” WEST, ALONG SAID MARGIN ON A
RADIAL LINE A DISTANCE OF 10.00 FEET TO A POINT ON THE CURVE OF SAID MARGIN HAVING A RADIUS
OF 768.60 FEET; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG THE ARC OF SAID CURVE WHICH IS TO THE RIGHT,
THROUGH A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 13 DEGREES 46°41” A DISTANCE OF 184.83 FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING. (ALSO KNOWN AS LOT A OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #93—07 WHICH IS A PART OF LOTS
A AND B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #88—03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S
#8805230297 WHICH IS A REVISION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF ISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #78-—~07 AS
AMENDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #7812190858 AND REVISED BY CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A.
RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #B8007230434.

NEW LEGAL DECRIPTIONS:

LOT 1
THAT PORTION OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6
EAST, W.M. IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

. CITY OF ISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #93—02 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S
0 {{ THE PERIMETER BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ARE IDENTICAL WITH THE MAP PAGE
SHORT DIVISION, WHICH BY THIS REFERENCE IS MADE A PART HEREOF.
SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD AND AS IDENTIFIED IN SAID
SHORT SUBDIVISION. (ALSO KNOWN AS A PORTION OF LOT B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #93-—-07
WHICH IS A PART OF LOTS A AND B OF L.L.A. #88—03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S
#8805230297 WHICH IS A REVISION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #78—
07 AS AMENDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #7812190858 AND REVISED BY CITY OF ISSAQUAH
L.L.A. RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #8007230434.)

THAT PORTION OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF SECTION 28 AND THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER
(SW1/4) OF SECTION 21 ALL IN TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST, W.M. IN KING COUNTY,
WASHINGTON, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

LOT 2 OF ISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #93—02 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S
#ql{og‘o (-] . THE PERIMETER BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ARE IDENTICAL WITH THE MAP PAGE
OF "SAID ORT SUBDIVISION, WHICH BY THIS REFERENCE 1S MADE A PART HEREOF.

SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD AND AS IDENTIFIED IN SAID
SHORT SUBDIVISION. (ALSO KNOWN AS A PORTION OF LOT B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #93—07
WHICH IS A PART OF LOTS A AND B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #88—03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING
COUNTY RECORDER’S #8805230297 WHICH IS A REVISION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF GITY OF ISSAQUAH
SHORT SUBDIVISION #78—07 AS AMENDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #7812190858 AND REVISED BY
CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #8007230434.)

TOGETHER WITH THAT PORTION OF N.W. GILMAN BOULEVARD VACATED UNDER CITY OF ISSAQUAH

ORDINANCE #1713,

LOT 3

THAT PORTION OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE 6
EAST, W.M. IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

LOT OF CITY, %F JISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #83—02 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S
# (-s wo\# . THE PERIMETER BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ARE IDENTICAL WITH THE MAP PAGE
OF FAID SHORT SUBDIVISION, WHICH BY THIS REFERENCE IS MADE A PART HEREOF.

SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND RESERVATIONS OF RECORD AND AS IDENTIFIED N SAID
SHORT SUBDIVISION. (ALSO KNOWN AS A PORTION OF LOT B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #93—-07

WHICH IS A PART OF LOTS A AND B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #88—03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING
COUNTY RECORDER’'S #8805230297 WHICH IS A REVISION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH

SHORT SUBDIVISION #78—-07 AS AMENDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #7812190858 AND REVISED BY
CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S #8007230434.) .

LOT 4 o
THAT PORTION OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW1/4) OF SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 24 NORTH, RANGE
EAST, W.M. IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: LOT 4 OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH
SHORT SUBDIVISION #93—02 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER'S # (XL « THE
PERIMETER BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ARE IDENTICAL WITH THE MAP PAGE OF SAID SHORT SUBDIVISION,
WHICH BY THIS REFERENCE IS MADE A PART HEREOF. SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND
RESERVATIONS OF RECORD AND AS IDENTIFIED IN SAID SHORT SUBDIVISION. (ALSO KNOWN AS A
PORTION OF LOT B OF CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #93—07 WHICH IS A PART OF LOTS A AND B OF CITY
OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. #88-03 AS RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY RECORDER’S #8805230297 WHICH IS A
REVISION OF LOTS 3 AND 4 OF ISSAQUAH SHORT SUBDIVISION #78—07 AS AMENDED UNDER KING COUNTY
RECORDER'’S #7812190858 AND REVISED BY CITY OF ISSAQUAH L.L.A. RECORDED UNDER KING COUNTY
RECORDER’'S #8007230434.)
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EXHIBIT 7

BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER
FOR THE CITY OF ISSAQUAH
In the Matter of the Appeal of the No. SDP19-00001

Evergreen Ford and Lincoln Appeal
SDP Appeal

Issaquah Environmental Council

FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS,
AND DECISION

N’ N N N N N N

Of a Site Development Permit

SUMMARY OF DECISION
This appeal involves a challenge to site development permit (SDP) approved by the City of
Issaquah Development Commission (Commission) for the proposed development of a new
automotive sales and service facility at 22975 SE 66th Street." The Issaquah Environmental
Council (IEC) alleges that the Commission erred, on several grounds, in issuing the SDP.
Because substantial evidence in the record supports the Commission decision, the appeal is
DENIED.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
Hearing Date:
The Hearing Examiner convened a closed record appeal on the Site Development Permit on
December 9, 2019. The record was left open until December 30, 2019, to allow the parties to
submit closing briefs.?

Attorney David A. Bricklin represented the Appellant.
Attorneys Wright Noel and Stewart Carson represented the Applicant

Attorney Jim Haney represented the City

Exhibits:

The exhibits in Attachment A were admitted into the record. Attachment A also includes a list of
pleadings received by the Hearing Examiner related to the SDP appeal, as well as various orders
and pre-hearing decisions produced by the Hearing Examiner in relation to the SDP appeal.

! The Issaquah Environmental Council also appealed the Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance
(MDNS) issued for the proposal under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The SEPA appeal (No.
SEP19-00004) has been decided in a separate decision issued concurrently with this appeal decision,
following a consolidated hearing as required by Washington Administrative Code 197-11-680(3)(v) and
Issaquah Municipal Code (IMC) 18.04.256.

2 IMC 18.04.250 allows the Hearing Examiner 90 days to issue a decision following a SEPA appeal where,
as here, the decision is consolidated with an appeal under SEPA.

Findings, Conclusions, and Decision

City of Issaquah Hearing Examiner

Issaquah Environmental Council SDP Appeal
No. SDP 19-00001

Page 1 of 24



FINDINGS
Background
1. On March 5, 2019, Evergreen Ford Lincoln (Applicant) submitted a site development

permit (SPD) application to construct, in phases, an automotive dealership and service
facility, with associated improvements, on a 3.92-acre site. The North Fork of Issaquah
Creek (North Fork), a perennial stream with salmonids, crosses the northern edge of the
site and an unnamed tributary of the North Fork (Tributary) is located off-site just south
of the property, within right-of-way owned by the Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT). The Applicant would reduce the 100-foot stream buffer
associated with the North Fork by 25 percent, under Issaquah Municipal Code (IMC)
18.10.790, as part of development. As mitigation for the buffer reduction, the Applicant
would enhance 19,570 square feet of buffer adjacent to the North Fork. As is explained
in greater detail below, the City does not consider the Tributary a regulated critical area
under the municipal code because it fails to meet the definition of a “stream” under IMC
18.10.390. The property is located at 22975 SE 66th Street.® Exhibit C-1; SDP 0984 -
0998.

2. The currently vacant project site formerly housed a dog kennel and consists primarily of
open grassy fields with a mix of mostly tall deciduous trees growing in groups along the
parcel boundaries. In October of 2017, WSDOT completed a realignment of the North
Fork through the subject property as part of a fish passage/culvert replacement and
habitat improvement project. This created new habitat on the subject property and
reintroduced an additional mile of habitat upstream of the site on the North Fork to native
and migratory fish. The realignment project also included realignment of the off-site
Tributary. WSDOT planted native trees, shrubs, and groundcover plants above the
ordinary high water mark (OHWM) of the North Fork and the Tributary, as part of the
realignment project. Some of the mitigation plantings were installed within the WSDOT
right-of-way; some were planted on the subject property. Exhibit C-1.b; SDP 0224 —
0258; SDP 0288 — 0293.

Initial Technical Review

3. Extensive review of the proposal began shortly after the Applicant submitted its initial
project plans, resulting in: preparation of a Critical Areas Study (CAS), dated April 8,
2019, prepared by O’Neill Service Group (OSG), on behalf of the Applicant, and
revisions to the CAS and project plans, in response to comments from the City’s third
party environmental consultant, The Watershed Company, on several occasions.
Ultimately, on May 16, 2019, the Applicant submitted a Revised CAS, prepared by OSG.
The Revised CAS incorporated a stream delineation study of the North Fork, as requested
by The Watershed Company. In addition, the Revised CAS increased the number of
native plants that would be installed in the reduced stream buffer abutting the North Fork

® The property is identified by Tax Assessor Parcel No. 2724069086. Exhibit C-5.
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from 1,027 to 1,577 and increased the amount of woody debris from two to four pieces,
consistent with suggestions from The Watershed Company. On June 4, 2019, The
Watershed Company provided a third memorandum assessing the Revised CAS, which
generally determined that it would meet municipal requirements. Exhibit C-1; SDP 0219
- 0491.

Initial Review by Rivers and Streams Board

4. The City’s Rivers and Streams Board (Board), which is tasked with “advising the Mayor
and City Council of actions necessary” to “protect, preserve, and enhance the water
quality in the waterways of Issaquah, and to protect the fish, birds, and mammals that
depend upon such aquatic environments,” under IMC 18.03.400, first reviewed the
proposal on March 26, 2019. At that time, however, the Applicant had not yet submitted
its CAS. Accordingly, the Board reviewed the proposal again on June 4, 2019.
Following discussion, including discussion of the Tributary and whether it would meet
the definition of a stream under the municipal code, the Board did not resolve whether to
recommend approval of the buffer reduction. Exhibit C-1.f.

Initial Review by Development Commission

5. The City’s Development Commission (Commission), which has authority to review and
approve SDP applications under IMC 18.04.430(B) and -.450(A), began review of the
proposal on May 1, 2019, at a duly noticed public meeting. At the meeting, several
comments were received about environmental impacts from the proposal, including
concerns over tree retention and density, and the proposed stream buffer reduction along
the North Fork. The meeting was continued to August 21, 2019, to allow for the
submission of additional information and public comment. At the continued meeting,
several members of the public expressed concern, primarily over an additional topic:
whether the Tributary should be protected as a critical area under the municipal code
because it provides habitat for salmonids. City staff conveyed to the Commission that, in
its assessment, the Tributary would not be defined as a “stream” under the municipal
code (IMC 18.10.390) because it does not receive water from natural sources and,
because of this, it would not be regulated as a critical area. Staff noted, however, that
additional protection could be provided to the Tributary under the City’s SEPA authority.
Ultimately, the Commission unanimously decided to remand the proposal to City staff for
further study, including further analysis of issues associated with the Tributary. SDP
0001 - 0370.

Additional Technical Review
6. In response to the remand, OSG, along with SCJ Alliance, prepared a memorandum,
dated September 11, 2019, assessing the water sources of the Tributary (Water Source
Memorandum), on behalf of the Applicant. The Water Source Memorandum specifically
focused on whether the Tributary “was draining/conveying water from natural sources or
human-built stormwater systems.” Following review of available information from
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WSDOT (related to the stream realignment) and from the Issaquah Highlands
Comprehensive Storm Drainage System Maps, a topographic survey, and multiple field
visits, OSG and SCJ Alliance determined that two drainage basins contribute surface
water to the Tributary, with approximately 75 percent of stormwater runoff entering the
Tributary from human-built stormwater systems serving the Issaquah Highlands
development and the remaining 25 percent of stormwater runoff entering the Tributary
from portions of Lakeside, Cadman, and the surrounding commercial and industrial
developments. The Water Source Memorandum ultimately determined that “the only
water sources draining to the Tributary are human-built stormwater systems” and that no
“natural sources were identified as draining to the Tributary.” Because of this, the
Tributary would not be regulated as a stream under IMC 18.10.390. Exhibit C-1.c.

7. OSG prepared an additional memorandum, dated September 25, 2019, assessing the
proposal’s “potential direct or indirect impact on the small tributary to the North Fork of
Issaquah Creek,” especially in relation to whether the proposal would have a “significant
direct or indirect adverse impact on those functions and services that benefit fish and
wildlife” (Fish Habitat Memorandum). The Fish Habitat Memorandum stressed that the
Tributary “does not meet the definition of a stream under the Issaquah Municipal Code”
but, despite this, “is connected to the broader watershed through its surface connection to
the North Fork of Issaquah Creek and, along with its riparian buffer, may provide
ecological services and functions that benefit fish and wildlife.” The Memorandum
addressed water quality functions; enhanced stormwater treatment that would occur on-
site, including pollutant infiltration; fine sediment control; attenuated flow rates; the
dependability of the proposed stormwater system; shading function; and large woody
debris recruitment. Ultimately, the Fish Habitat Memorandum determined that,
considering “the limited potential of the Tributary’s buffer,” “the retained native WSDOT
plantings that will provide shade and habitat function,” and other mitigating factors,
including the enhanced stormwater treatment that would be provided, the proposal would
“have no significant, direct or indirect, adverse impact to environmental functions
provided by the Tributary and its riparian buffer.” Exhibit C-1.d.

8. The Watershed Company provided an additional memorandum, dated September 26,
2019, reviewing the Fish Habitat Memorandum. In it, The Watershed Company
concurred with the Applicant’s assessment that the Tributary would not be regulated as a
stream under IMC 18.10.390; agreed that the Tributary “provides off-channel fish habitat,
important for rearing salmonids and as refuge during high-flow events;” and provided an
analysis of existing scientific literature related to pollutants, shading, large woody debris
recruitment, and the relationship between fish and macroinvertebrates. Ultimately, The
Watershed Company determined:

Given existing conditions, water quality functions and shading for
temperature are the two primary functions that must be protected to
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maintain the [Tributary] as viable off-channel rearing and refuge habitat
(primarily during the winter and early spring) and avoid downstream
impacts to [the North Fork] (such as increased temperature from summer
flow events.

Since the stormwater system will be releasing water that has undergone
enhanced treatment into a gently-sloped vegetated ‘buffer,” the narrower
width proposed is expected to have a negligible impact [on] existing water
quality conditions in the ditch tributary. A negligible impact is barely
measurable with no perceptible consequences. This statement presumes
dense planting with native trees and shrubs . . . and the addition of
groundcovers would also be beneficial.

Presently, shading along the [Tributary] is provided by WSDOT plantings
and existing vegetation. Much of the on-site area adjacent to the ditch is
emergent weeds and grasses. . . Given existing degraded on-site
conditions and the proposed +/- 6.5 foot planting strip along the south
property line, the site development is expected to have a minor impact on
ditch tributary shading. A minor impact would result in a detectable
change, but the change would be localized and small. To ensure the
impact is minor, we recommend including native trees in the on-site
planting area [adjacent to the Tributary]. As noted for water quality, dense
planting with native trees and shrubs is recommended.

Exhibit C-1.e; SDP 0745 — 0754.

SEPA Review

9. The City acted as lead agency and analyzed the environmental impacts of the proposal
under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), chapter 43.21C Revised Code of
Washington RCW (RCW). Initially, the City issued a proposed Mitigated Determination
of Nonsignificance (MDNS) on April 26, 2019, with a comment deadline of May 9,
2019. The proposed MDNS included findings of fact that addressed the CAS, as well as
the review memoranda prepared by The Watershed Company (up to that point). It noted
that, while the North Fork is a Class 2 fish-bearing stream, the Tributary “is located off
the project site and is unregulated by the City of Issaquah.” The proposed MDNS
included seven mitigation measures designed to ensure the proposal would not have a
probable, significant adverse impact on the environment. These included measures
related to protection of the North Fork, and to further stormwater review and analysis,
and required revisions to and implementation of the Applicant’s proposed mitigation plan
(put forth in the CAS). SDP 0224 — 02271.

10. At the conclusion of the comment period associated with the proposed MDNS, the City
conducted further review of the proposal, including review of the following: comments
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submitted by the Muckleshoot Tribe concerning the Tributary and the use of it by
juvenile salmonids; the Applicant’s Revised CAS; notes from the Rivers and Streams
Board meetings, especially on June 4, 2019; updated project plans submitted on July 12,
2019, incorporating greater detail on stormwater management and proposed landscaping;
the additional third-party review memorandum prepared by The Watershed Company
(dated June 4, 2019) assessing the Revised CAS; and additional project analysis by City
staff, including a detailed staff memorandum on SEPA. After reviewing this information,
along with the Applicant’s environmental checklist, the City determined that, with
mitigation, the proposal would not have a probable significant adverse impact on the
environment. Accordingly, the City issued an MDNS on August 14, 2019, with an
appeal deadline of September 4, 2019. Required mitigation included measures related to
protection of the North Fork and the Tributary, a requirement related to further
stormwater review and analysis, and implementation of the Applicant’s proposed
mitigation plan (from the Revised CAS). SDP 0224 — 02271.

11.  On August 22, 2019, prior to expiration of the appeal deadline, the City withdrew its
SEPA determination, in light of the remand required by the Commission. Following this,
the City allowed for additional comments to be submitted, under SEPA, and received and
reviewed additional information, including the following: the Water Source
Memorandum; the Fish Habitat Memorandum; The Watershed Company’s memorandum
reviewing the Fish Habitat Memorandum; a memorandum prepared by City staff, dated
September 26, 2019, responding to the Commission’s remand request; an additional
memorandum prepared by City staff, dated October 2, 2019, specifically analyzing the
project for review under SEPA,; additional public comments received at a final meeting of
the Rivers and Streams Board on October 1, 2019; and dozens of written comments
submitted to the Rivers and Streams Board, the Commission, and the City. Exhibit C-1.

12.  On October 2, 2019, the City again determined that, with mitigation, the proposal would
not have probable, significant adverse environmental impacts and issued a Revised
MDNS for the proposal. Factual findings in the Revised MDNS note: comments from
the Muckleshoot Tribe and information prepared by WSDOT indicate that the Tributary
is known to contain juvenile salmonids and provides habitat suitable for “forage and rest”
for salmonids; the Applicant provided documentation showing the project would not have
significant adverse impacts to water quality or shading as it pertains to existing salmon
habitat in the Tributary; existing off-site vegetated areas along the Tributary provide
water quality, shading, and large woody debris habitat functions; additional on-site
vegetated areas provide shading and protect water quality; wildlife habitat along the
North Fork would be improved through buffer enhancement; proper location, design,
construction and maintenance of the project’s storm drainage facilities is necessary to
ensure the protection of water and stream quality; and mitigation measures are necessary
to prevent human intrusion and disturbance to the North Fork and Tributary. Exhibit C-1.
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13.  The MDNS included required mitigation measures, including: measures related to the
enhancement and protection of the North Fork and the Tributary, including a requirement
that the stream and buffer area be “encumbered by a public open space, conversion
easement granted to the City of Issaquah, or other open space protection mechanism”; a
requirement that any stormwater discharges and/or structures within or draining to critical
areas be shown on stormwater plans and quantified and mitigated; and implementation of
required mitigation related to reduction of the stream buffer associated with the North
Fork (as detailed in the Revised CAS). Of particular note, Condition 1 of the MDNS

states:

The purpose and intent of the following conditions are to minimize
project-related significant adverse environmental impacts to the adjacent
drainage ditch, south of the project site located in the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) right of way. A portion of the
ditch has been designed by WSDOT to provide forage and rest habitat for
salmonids entering from the North Fork of Issaquah Creek:

Adjacent on-site planting areas shall be planted with a mixture of
native shrubs and trees in order to provide shading and natural
water filtration, and groundcover to provide a more structurally
complex habitat. If possible, the applicant is encouraged to also
add native plants, shrubs, and groundcover in off-site areas
adjacent to the ditch owned by WSDOT. Plant densities shall be a
minimum of nine feet on center for trees and five feet on center for
shrubs. Planting densities are intended to provide a total number
of plants per area — plants should be placed in random, naturalized
clusters. Vine maples are considered a shrub and not a tree, so an
alternative native tree species must be selected and approved by
the City’s consultant during Landscape permit review.

In order to discourage the intrusion of people or animals, the
applicant shall install a 4-foot high split rail wooden fencing along
the property line adjacent to the ditch. To prevent vehicle
intrusion, wheel stops or similar mechanisms preventing vehicle
overhang, shall be installed at the edge of the display areas along
the site perimeter near the ditch. These features must be shown on
the applicant’s Site Work permit.

Temporary erosion and sediment control (TESC) measures shall be
required for this site according to City codes and standards;
however, as an extra precaution to mitigate the proximity of
construction activities to fish habitat, a double silt fence shall be
installed adjacent to the North Fork of Issaquah Creek and the off-
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14.

15.

16.

17.

site ditch. The location and extent of the fence will be determined
with city staff during the Site Work permit review.
Exhibit C-1.

The Revised MDNS also noted that a 14-day appeal period would end on October 16,
2019, that the MDNS was being issued in association with the Commission’s decision on
the SDP permit, and that “all appeals shall be combined with an appeal of that permit
decision, pursuant to IMC 18.04.250.” Exhibit C-1.

SDP Decision
On the same date the Revised MDNS was issued, the Commission concluded its public
meeting on the SDP application, granting project approval. On October 9, 2019, the
Commission issued its decision. The decision notes that the Commission reviewed the
same information City staff reviewed prior to issuing the Revised MDNS (detailed
above), including all submitted technical reports and public comments. The Commission
decision included approximately 20 conditions that must be adhered to, including
compliance with the MDNS mitigation measures and conditions related to tree
protection/replacement, landscaping, project timing, the installation of wheel stops
adjacent to buffer areas, and design requirements.* The decision stated that a closed
record appeal of the decision would be possible and provided for an appeal deadline of
October 23, 2019. SDP 0984 — 0998.

SDP Appeal
The City received IEC’s appeal of the SDP, dated October 23, 2019. In it, the Appellant

alleges the following: the Tributary to the North Fork of Issaquah Creek is a regulated F
water body, not a fish-bearing ditch; an advisory map from 1996 was used to determine
the Tributary may be considered a ditch, and updated information is needed; mitigation
sequencing was not followed; tree retention requirements (CIDDS 10.13) were
improperly applied; consultant reports erroneously state there are no fish in the Tributary;
limits for allowing buffer reduction to the North Fork of Issaquah Creek were not
properly calculated; the quantity of re-vegetation required for the reduced buffer does not
“demonstratively improve water quality and habitat function”; and the River & Streams
Board meeting removed “a voice from the board” that potentially changed the
information coming out of that meeting. Notice of Appeal (Site Development Permit),
dated October 23, 20109.

The City transmitted the appeal to the Hearing Examiner and, on October 24, 2019, the
Hearing Examiner issued a pre-hearing order setting the SDP appeal hearing for
November 19, 2019, and allowing for the submission of pre-hearing motions and briefs.

* The Commission decision includes 35 numbered conditions. Several of these, however, are denoted
“[Deleted by staff].” Exhibit C-5.
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18.

19.

The parties agreed to a revised hearing date and, accordingly, a revised pre-hearing order
was issued on October 30, 2019, setting the hearing for December 9, 2019. Hearing
Examiner’s Pre-Hearing Order, dated October 24, 2019; Revised Pre-Hearing Order,
dated October 30, 2019.

Motions and Briefs
Following issuance of the revised pre-hearing order, the Hearing Examiner received
several motions, including cross-motions for summary judgment from the Appellant and
Applicant on the issue of classifying the Tributary as a stream or a ditch, as well as
several motions related to the appeal of the MDNS.® In a third revised pre-hearing order,
issued November 21, 2019, the Hearing Examiner noted that responses to the dispositive
motions would be due by November 25, 2019, as was previously detailed in the second
revised pre-hearing order. The Hearing Examiner also noted that, unfortunately, his
initial pre-hearing orders mistakenly stated that the consolidated hearing would involve
an open record as to both the SEPA appeal and SDP appeal. The Hearing Examiner
explained that, as required by IMC 18.04.250(E) and RCW 36.70B.060(6), the portion of
the hearing related to the SDP appeal would be on a closed record. In a fourth revised
pre-hearing order, also issued on November 21, 2019, the Hearing Examiner noted that
the appeal hearing would begin earlier than originally scheduled, at the request of the
parties. The parties submitted several additional motions and, on November 29, 2019,
the Hearing Examiner issued a fifth revised pre-hearing order. This order clarified that
the Hearing Examiner would begin by hearing oral argument on any dispositive motions
at the outset of the hearing; followed by hearing the SEPA appeal as an open record
hearing, with exhibits, witnesses, and testimony; and concluding with the SDP appeal
hearing proceeding, with argument on the closed record. The Appellant continued to
submit motions and, on December 5, 2019, the Hearing Examiner issued a “Response to
Appellant’s Motion for Clarification,” in which procedural matters were clarified, and the
Hearing Examiner stressed that no further motions would be considered. See Attachment
A.

The Applicant timely submitted a pre-hearing brief, in which it responded to the

Appellant’s SDP appeal issues as follows:

o The definitions section of the critical areas code, IMC 18.10.390, especially the
deﬁni;[ion of “stream,” supports the classification of the unnamed Tributary as a
ditch.

o The City properly relied on the 1996 advisory map in determining that the
unnamed Tributary is a ditch; the Appellant lacks any legal basis to challenge the
City’s reliance on its resource map.

® These motions are separately addressed in the companion decision on the SEPA appeal.

® The Appellant and Applicant submitted cross-motions for summary judgment on this issue. Because the
Hearing Examiner addresses this issue as part of the SDP conclusions, a separate analysis is unnecessary.
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The record demonstrates that mitigation sequencing was followed regarding the
North Fork of Issaquah Creek and its buffer and that no mitigation sequencing
was required for the Tributary, classified as a ditch, because it is not a critical
area.

The Applicant fully complied with tree retention requirements under the
municipal code and the Central Issaquah Development and Design Standards.
Whether consultant reports erroneously state there are no fish in the Tributary is
irrelevant because the City did not rely on the consultant reports’ determination
that the Tributary lacked fish when issuing the SDP. In addition, all parties accept
the fact that fish forage and rest in the Tributary.

The buffer reduction permitted by the City is expressly allowed under IMC
18.10.790. Nothing in the critical areas ordinances required the City to subtract
from the allotted buffer reduction the amount of reduced buffer on the opposite
side of the Creek, on property not owned/controlled by the Applicant.

The Appellant’s contention that the quantity of revegetation required for the
reduced buffer does not “demonstratively improve water quality and habitat
function” is belied by the final Critical Areas Study.

A member of the Rivers & Streams Board voluntarily recused herself from
participating as a board member addressing the proposal because of her
membership with IEC, the member participated in her capacity as a member of
the public, and, even assuming that the member was improperly removed, the
Board acts only in an advisory capacity with no binding decision-making
authority over the SDP.

Applicant’s Brief, pages 9 through 15, dated November 25, 2019.

20.  The City submitted a pre-hearing brief, in which the City responded to the Appellant’s
SDP appeal issues as follows:

The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife’s classification of the
unnamed Tributary as a regulated F water body does not control its classification
for purposes of the Tributary’s critical areas treatment under the City’ s critical
areas regulations.

The 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin and Nonpoint Action Plan is not merely
advisory, it is the legislatively adopted standard for distinguishing streams from
other artificial water courses. The definition for “ditch” in IMC 18.10.390, for
instance, states that a ditch is a “long, narrow human-built excavation that
conveys storm water, agricultural runoff or irrigation water that is not identified
as a classified or unclassified stream in the Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan (1996).”

Mitigation sequencing was followed for the North Fork of the Issaquah Creek.
Mitigation sequencing is not required for the unnamed Tributary because it is not
a regulated critical area.
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The City it is not aware of any reports stating that there are no fish in the
unnamed Tributary. It relied on several expert reports that addressed the presence
of fish in the Tributary during review of the proposal.

The plain language of the critical areas definitions makes clear that each side of a
buffer is to be considered in isolation when applying dimensional requirements,
that it would be unfair to calculate a property owner’s buffer status against a
different property owner’s eligibility for buffer reduction, and it is impracticable
to require the City to track the precise contours of a buffer that is not on a subject
property to evaluate an applicant’s request for a buffer reduction. The City
correctly determined that the Applicant would be allowed to reduce the buffer on
the North Fork in compliance with the municipal code.

In response to the Appellant’s contention that the quantity of revegetation
required for the reduced buffer does not “demonstratively improve water quality
and habitat function,” the City argues that the provision of IMC 18.10.790(D)(4)
that the Appellant relies on is merely a purpose statement without binding effect.
Alternatively, the City argues that the expert reports it considered when issuing
the SDP demonstrate that the proposal would improve water quality and habitat
functions.

A member of the Rivers & Streams Board voluntarily recused herself from acting
in her board capacity because of her membership with IEC but still was allowed
to participate in the meeting in her capacity as a member of the public.

City of Issaquah’s Pre-Hearing Brief, pages 9 through 12, dated November 25, 2019.

21.  The Appellant did not submit an opening brief. It did, however, submit a pre-hearing
response brief, in which it argued:

The unnamed Tributary qualifies as a critical area under IMC 18.10.390
regardless of whether it is classified as a stream.

The City was required to look beyond the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan map when determining whether the unnamed Tributary was
a critical area.

The record does not support the Applicant’s claim that it took every possible step
in reducing the project’s footprint to allow for greater protection of the North
Fork of Issaquah Creek and the unnamed Tributary.

The project was not entitled to a modification of the tree retention requirements
because the permit approval documents do not include a finding that all necessary
criteria for modification were met and because the record demonstrates that less
than 25 percent of the total caliper of all significant trees will be preserved even
when accounting for groupings of smaller trees.

The City failed to account for an existing reduced buffer on the opposite side of
the North Fork of Issaquah Creek when permitting a reduced buffer on the subject
property’s side of the Creek.

Findings, Conclusions, and Decision

City of Issaquah Hearing Examiner

Issaquah Environmental Council SDP Appeal
No. SDP 19-00001

Page 11 of 24



22.

23.

o The quantity of re-vegetation required for the reduced buffer does not
demonstratively improve water quality and habitat function because the City
assumed the Applicant could receive WSDOT permission to enhance the buffer
on WSDOT’s side of the North Fork of Issaquah Creek.

Appellant’s Pre-Hearing Response Brief, pages 8 through 18, dated December 3, 2019.

Closed Record Appeal Hearing
In light of time constraints, the parties agreed at the closed record SDP hearing to waive
oral argument in lieu of submitting written briefing. At the conclusion of the closed
record SDP hearing, the Hearing Examiner ruled that the Applicant and the City could
submit briefs in response to the issues detailed in the Appellant’s December 3, 2019, pre-
hearing response brief, including: that the City incorrectly relied on a 1996 Map to
exclude the Tributary from the CAO definition of a “stream”; the record lacks adequate
support for the City’s assertion that it complied with mitigation sequencing requirements;
the City improperly applied the tree retention requirements of CIDDS 10.13; the limits
for allowing buffer reductions to the North Fork of Issaquah Creek were not property
calculated consistent with IMC 18.10.790(D)(1); and the limits for allowing buffer
reductions to the North Fork of Issaquah Creek were not properly calculated as required
by IMC 18.10.790(D)(4). The Hearing Examiner also ruled that the Appellant could file
a brief in reply to the Applicant’s and City’s response briefs. Oral Ruling of the Hearing
Examiner.

The Applicant filed a post-hearing brief, in which it argued:

o The City was not required to look beyond the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin
Plan map to determine whether the unnamed Tributary was a stream or a ditch
because IMC 18.10.390 expressly cites the map as a resource for determining
whether a body of water fits within the definition of a ditch. Additionally, IMC
18.10.390’s definition of a ditch does not reference the definition of critical areas
and the City reliance on the 1996 map does not change the fact that the Tributary
meets the definition of a ditch because it is supplied by water from entirely
artificial sources.

. Mitigation sequencing for the unnamed Tributary was not required because it is
not a critical area. Mitigation sequencing for Issaquah Creek and its buffer was
followed, and the Applicant and the City worked together to attempt to reduce the
project’s footprint.

o The City complied with Criterion 6 of the tree retention modification
requirements under CIDDS 10.13.B by including as an express condition of the
SDP that the Applicant plant 110 trees or make payment to the tree fund in lieu of
providing replacement trees. The City is not required to make an express finding
that the Applicant has paid into the tree fund prior to issuing an SDP. The City
also complied with Criterion 2 because there are only 4 or 5 smalls trees scattered
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on the site, which do not constitute a “grouping,” rendering this Criterion
inapplicable.

The Appellant cannot meet its burden to show that the Applicant’s proposed
buffer reduction exceeds the 25 percent permitted by Code.

A Critical Areas Study addressing the project’s impact on the North Fork of
Issaquah Creek concluded that the proposal would improve water quality,
hydraulic function, and habitat function. Whether or not the Applicant will obtain
permission from WSDOT to plant on WSDOT property does not change the
project’s substantial improvement to the Creek and, thus, the buffer reduction was
proper.

Applicant’s SDP Response Brief, dated December 19, 2019.

24.  The City filed a response brief, in which the it argued:

IMC 18.10.390 required the City to utilize the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin
and Nonpoint Action Plan map when determining whether the unnamed Tributary
should be classified as a ditch because the map is formally incorporated into the
definition of “ditch.”

Mitigation sequencing was not required for the unnamed Tributary because it is
not a critical area, and the City and Applicant followed mitigation sequencing for
the Creek and its buffer. The City is not required to independently assess the
Applicant’s assertion that it would not be feasible to further minimize the project
footprint because City staff’s scope of review does not include a full financial
audit and analysis of a project’s viability at various footprint sizes.

The City properly applied the tree retention requirement of Chapter 10.13 CIDDS.
CIDDS 10.13.B.2 does not require the Applicant to retain smaller trees such that
the total caliper inches of retained small trees total 25% of the total caliper of
significant trees on the site. The few healthy non-significant trees on the site are
not in “groupings” and, thus, are not eligible for alternate retention under CIDDS
10.13.B.2. Additionally, the Development Commission determined that the
Applicant could make up for deficits in tree retention through tree replacement,
with specifics to be worked out during the landscape planning phase.

The Appellant cannot meet its burden to show that the Applicant’s proposed
buffer reduction exceeds the 25 percent permitted by the municipal code.

The Hearing Examiner should not consider the Appellant’s argument regarding a
critical area study requirement for a buffer reduction under IMC
18.10.790(D)(4)(c) because the Appellant did not raise this issue in its written
appeal statement. The City notes that the Appellant’s appeal statement challenged
the quantity of revegetation required for the reduced buffer as not being sufficient
to demonstrate that the project would improve water quality and habitat functions,
citing only to IMC 18.10.790(D)(4)(a). The City further contends that the
Appellant’s argument fails on its merits because the Applicant’s May 16, 2019,
critical areas study demonstrates that the proposed enhancements to vegetation
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25.

would improve water quality and habitat function. The City also asserts that the
Appellant’s argument that it should have required planting on WSDOT property
must be rejected because the City does not have authority to impose this as a
mandatory condition.

City of Issaquah’s SDP Response Brief, dated December 29, 2019.

The Appellant filed a reply brief, in which it argued:

The City erred by relying on an outdated 1996 map when classifying the unnamed
Tributary as a ditch and should have examined more current materials
documenting WSDOT’s efforts to restore fish habitat in both the North Fork of
Issaquah Creek and the unnamed Tributary.

The City made no effort to verify the Applicant’s claim that it was not possible to
shrink the project’s footprint to preserve larger buffers.

Under a common sense reading of the tree retention requirements of CIDDS
10.13.B.2, modification cannot be approved if it does not incorporate smaller
trees with equivalent total diameters. This interpretation applies regardless of
whether the site contains enough smaller trees to meet this criterion.
Additionally, the replacement trees decisions required by Chapter 10.14 CIDDS
should have been made part of the permit decision and not implemented at a later
stage of development.

There are no findings supporting the Development Commission’s determination
that the Applicant’s proposed buffer reduction does not exceed the 25 percent
permitted by the municipal code. Alternatively, even if no findings were
required, the City and Applicant have failed to perform the necessary calculation
to ensure that the proposed buffer reduction does not exceed the 25 percent
permitted by code.

Although the Development Commission found that the project, as conditioned,
provided sufficient buffer enhancement to mitigate the buffer reduction, it did so
prior to omitting a condition requiring buffer enhancements on WSDOT property.
Because the omission of the required buffer enhancements on WSDOT property
constituted a significant reduction to the area of buffer enhancements, the
Development Commission’s decision does not accurately reflect the
Development’s Commission members’ votes and must be vacated for improper
procedure, lack of substantial evidence in support of facts, and errors of law.
Additionally, the adopted mitigation measures are not based on an approved
Critical Areas Study.

Appellant’s SDP Reply Brief, dated December 30, 2019.

CONCLUSIONS
Jurisdiction

The Hearing Examiner has jurisdiction to make final decisions on appeals from decisions of the
City’s Development Commission. IMC 18.03.060(D). Such appeals are closed record appeals,
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and the Hearing Examiner is limited to review of the evidence submitted at the open record
appeal hearing before the Development Commission. IMC 18.04.250(E).

Review Authority
The Hearing Examiner’s duty is to review the entire record before him to determine whether an
appellant has met his or her burden of proving that the City’s decision was erroneous.
Specifically, IMC 1.32.020(E) requires the Hearing Examiner to “affirm the decision unless from
a review of the record it is determined the decision being appealed was clearly erroneous.” To
properly review the City’s action, the Hearing Examiner must decide what facts are important to
make a decision, determine those facts with reference to specific exhibits or testimony, draw
conclusions from those facts, and make a decision based on those conclusions. See
Weyerhaeuser v. Pierce County, 124 Wn.2d 26, 873 P.2d 498 (1994).

SDP Appeal Issues to Be Decided
The Hearing Examiner must carefully consider the scope of the appeal when making findings
and conclusions to support any decision made in response to an appeal. Those issues identified
in an appeal statement that are not pursued during the course of an appeal will be deemed
abandoned by the Appellant and not considered further by the Hearing Examiner. See, e.g.,
Seattle First-Nat'l Bank v. Shoreline Concrete Co., 91 Wn.2d 230, 243, 588 P.2d 1308 (1978). A
“party abandons an issue by failing to pursue it on appeal by (1) failing to brief the issue or (2)
explicitly abandoning the issue at oral argument.” Holder v. City of Vancouver, 136 Wn. App.
104, 147 P.3d 641 (2006). Moreover, the Hearing Examiner does not consider issues that are
inadequately argued or given only passing treatment on appeal. See, e.g., State v. Elliot, 114
Wn.2d 6, 15, 786 P.2d 440 (1990).

In this appeal, the Appellant initially listed eight issues in its notice of appeal. The Appellant,
however, has not provided any briefing addressing its claims on appeal that (1) consultant report
erroneously stated there are no fish in the unnamed Tributary and (2) a voice was improperly
removed from the Rivers & Streams Board that potentially changed the information coming out
of that meeting. Accordingly, those issues are deemed abandoned and will not be addressed in
this decision. The remaining appeal issues to be decided are as follows:

(1) Whether the CDC properly found that the unnamed Tributary meets the
definition of a “ditch” under IMC 18.10.390 and that Tributary’s classification
as a ditch excludes it from critical areas regulations under Chapter 18.10 IMC.

(2) Whether the City properly utilized the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan map when determining that the unnamed Tributary
should be classified as a ditch.

(3) Whether the City complied with mitigation sequencing required under City
Code.

(4) Whether the CDC properly applied tree retention modification requirements
of CIDDS 10.13.B.
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(5) Whether the proposed buffer reduction along the North Fork of Issaquah
Creek complies with City code.

(6) Whether proposed buffer enhancements are sufficient to mitigate impacts to
the North Fork of Issaquah Creek so as to justify the buffer reduction.

Conclusions Based on Findings
1. The Commission properly determined that the unnamed Tributary is a ditch as
defined in IMC 18.10.390 and that this classification dictates that the Tributary is
not subject to critical areas regulations. Under Chapter 18.10 IMC, “critical areas” are
subject to additional environmental controls. IMC 18.10.390 defines critical areas as:

Any of those areas which are subject to natural hazards or those land
features which support unique, fragile, or valuable natural resources
including fish, wildlife and other organisms and their habitat and such
resources which, in their natural state, carry, hold or purify water. Critical
areas include the following landform features: erosion hazard areas, flood
hazard areas, coal mine hazard areas, landslide hazard areas, seismic
hazard areas, steep slope areas, streams, wetlands, and aquifer recharge
areas. Critical area buffers are integral to the health of the critical area and
therefore for functional purposes are considered a part of the critical area.
However, unless indicated otherwise, measurements from critical areas are
made from the outside edge of the protected landform feature (e.g.,
wetland, stream, etc.) and not from the outside edge of the buffer.’

Because this provision contains an exhaustive list of landform features included within
the critical areas definition, landform features not included within the list are excluded
from the definition of a critical area and are not subject to critical areas regulations. IMC
18.10.390’s definition of “streams,” a landform feature included within the critical areas
definition, explicitly excludes “excavated or other entirely artificial watercourses,
including irrigation ditches, swales, roadside ditches, canals, storm or surface water
runoff devices.” In turn, IMC 18.10.390 defines “ditch” as “[a] long, narrow human-built
excavation that conveys storm water, agricultural runoff or irrigation water that is not
identified as a classified or unclassified stream in the Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan (1996).” Accordingly, landform features appropriately classified
as a ditch are not critical areas subject to critical areas regulations.

In addition, in finding that that the Tributary is a ditch under the municipal code, the
Commission reviewed a September 19, 2019, report submitted by the Applicant’s
consultants that concluded no natural sources provided water to the Tributary. The

" Emphasis added.
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Appellant has not identified any evidence in the record before the CDC disputing this
conclusion.?

The Applicant and Appellant filed cross-motions for summary judgment on the issue of
whether the unnamed Tributary at issue was properly classified as a ditch and, if so,
whether the Tributary is therefore excluded from critical areas regulations. A party is
entitled to summary judgment if, when viewing the facts in the light most favorable to the
nonmoving party, no genuine issues of material fact exist, and the moving party is
entitled to judgment as a matter of law. See e.g., Camicia v. Howard S. Wright Contr.
Co., 179 Wn.2d 684, 317 P.3d 987 (2014).

Because the uncontroverted evidence in the record establishes that no natural sources
provide water to the Tributary, the Applicant is entitled to summary judgment on the
issue of whether the Commission properly classified the Tributary as a ditch. And
because the proper classification of a landform feature as a “ditch” excludes the landform
feature from critical areas regulations as a matter of law, the Applicant is entitled to
summary judgment on the issue of whether the Tributary was properly excluded from
critical areas regulations. Conversely, the Appellant’s summary judgment motion
arguing the contrary is denied. Findings 1, 2, 6 —8, 15— 25.

2. The Commission properly utilized the 1996 Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan map when determining that the unnamed Tributary should
be classified as a ditch. IMC 18.10.390 defines ditch as “[a] long narrow human-built
excavation that conveys storm water, agricultural runoff or irrigation water that is not
identified as a classified or unclassified stream in the Issaquah Creek Final Basin and
Nonpoint Action Plan (1996)” (emphasis added). The Appellant concedes that the 1996
map referenced in the stream definition does not identify the Tributary at issue as a
stream. Appellant’s Pre-Hearing Response Brief, page 13, dated December 3, 2019. The
Appellant argues, instead, that the City was required to look at additional resource
material to determine whether the Tributary should be classified as a stream because the
1996 map is outdated. This argument fails because IMC 18.10.390 specifically
references only the 1996 map in its definition of “ditch.” Findings 1, 2, 6 — 8, 15 — 25.

3. The Commission correctly determined that the Applicant complied with required
mitigation sequencing under IMC 18.10.490. Under IMC 18.10.490, sequential
mitigation measures must be followed for development on sites containing critical areas
to further the goal of no net loss of ecological functions of environmental critical areas.

& The Appellant relies on declarations outside the SDP record to argue that there is evidence that natural
water sources contribute to the flow in the tributary. Appellant’s Response to Applicant’s Summary
Judgment Motion, pages 2 and 3, dated November 25, 2019. Because this is a closed record appeal, the
Hearing Examiner does not consider these declarations in resolving this appeal or the cross-motions for
summary judgment on this issue.
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The Appellant argues that the City failed to meet this requirement because it did not
independently assess whether the Applicant’s proposed project footprint could be reduced
to avoid impacts to the Tributary and the North Fork of Issaquah Creek. As discussed
above, the Tributary is not a critical area and, thus, mitigation sequencing was not
required with respect to the Tributary. Regarding mitigation sequencing applicable to
Issaquah Creek, the Applicant asserted that it was not feasible to further reduce its project
footprint to provide a greater buffer to the Creek due to program requirements for site
circulation, building size, and requirements for customer and display parking. The
Appellant argues the City erred by doing “nothing to verify the applicant’s claims,” but
the Appellant does not explain what more the City was required to do and does not
provide any legal authority supporting its argument that the City was required to
independently assess the Applicant’s assertion that it was not financially or logistically
feasible to reduce the project footprint. Applicant’s SDP Reply Brief, page 2, dated
December 30, 2019. Accordingly, the Appellant fails to demonstrate that the City erred
by failing to comply with mitigation sequencing. Findings 1 — 25.

4. The Commission properly applied the tree retention modification requirements of
CIDDS 10.13.B. CIDDS 10.13.B allows for a reduction of tree retention requirements if,
as applicable here, the following criteria “are met:”

1. The modification is consistent with the purpose and intent of
this Chapter, and the Central Issaquah Plan goals and policies.

2. The modification incorporates the retention of a grouping(s) of
smaller trees that makes up the equivalent diameter inches and
retains other natural vegetation occurring in association with
the smaller tree grouping(s).

3. The modification is necessary because the size, shape,
topography, location of the subject property may jeopardize the
reasonable use of the property and reasonable alternatives do
not exist.

4. The modification is necessary because the proposed buildings
and site layout, required ingress/egress, existing and proposed
utility locations, trails, storm drainage improvements or similar
constraints may jeopardize the reasonable use of the property
and reasonable alternative that are consistent with the Central
Issaquah Plan do not exist.

(Emphasis added).

Additionally, in all modifications, the following criterion (Criterion 6) “is required to be
met: . .. The applicant replaces trees on site and/or off-site or pays a fee in-lieu-of in
accordance with 10.14.C-D Replacement Trees for reductions less than the minimum tree
density requirement.” CIDDS 10.13.B.6 (emphasis added).
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The Appellant first argues that the Commission’s findings were insufficient to permit the
tree retention modification because it did not specifically find that Criterion 6 had been
met. This argument overlooks language distinguishing Criterion 6 from Criteria 1
through 4. In contrast to the requirement that Criteria 1 through 4 “are met,” criterion 6
must be “required to be met.” CIDDS 10.13.B. This difference in language makes sense
in light of Criterion 6’s reference to a future event. Here, the Commission found that
Criteria 1 through 4 have been met and that the proposal, with conditions, would comply
with the modification to tree retention requirements. And the Commission included as a
condition that the Applicant “shall plant 110 trees measuring a minimum of 2” caliper on
site or in an approved off-site location, or else make a payment into the tree fund in lieu
of providing replacement trees,” satisfying Criterion 6. Because CIDDS 10.13.B does
not require a finding that the Applicant has met Criterion 6, and because the Commission
imposed a condition requiring Criterion 6 to be met, the Appellant cannot show error on
this basis.

The Appellant also argues that the CDC lacked evidence supporting its finding that the
Applicant’s proposal met Criterion 2. Specifically, the Appellant argues that, to be
eligible for a tree retention modification, Criterion 2 required the Applicant to retain
smaller trees on site such that their total caliper was equivalent to 25 percent of the total
caliper of all significant trees on the site. Both the City and the Applicant point out that
this interpretation of Criterion 2 is both infeasible under the present circumstances in
light of the dearth of small trees on-site and would lead to absurd results. The Hearing
Examiner concurs with the City and the Applicant’s assessment of this criterion.
Findings 1 — 3, 15 - 25.

5. The Commission properly determined that, with conditions, the Applicant’s
proposed 25 percent buffer reduction along the North Fork of Issaquah Creek
would comply with IMC 18.10.790(D). Issaquah Creek is a Class 2 stream used by
salmonids, which normally requires a 100-foot buffer under IMC 18.10.785(C)(2).

Under IMC 18.10.790(D)(4), however, buffer reduction provisions may be used
(separately or together) provided that the “cumulative, total stream buffer reduction shall
not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the required stream buffer” or “encroach into the
buffer at any location by more than twenty-five percent of the standard stream buffer
width.” City staff reviewed the Applicant’s proposed reduced buffer reduction and
determined that it would comply with IMC 18.10.790(D). The Appellant does not appear
to contend that the proposed buffer reduction would encroach into the buffer at any
location by more than the 25 feet permitted, but appears to argue that the City failed to
calculate whether the total area of the buffer reduction would exceed the 25 percent
allowed under IMC 18.10.790(D). This matter is solved by simple mathematics. The
Appellant requested that the stream buffer associated with the North Fork be reduced by
25 percent (to 75 feet) along the entirety of the critical area. By default, this would result
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in precisely 25 percent of the buffer being reduced. If the Appellant believed that a
different calculation was appropriate, it had the burden of supplying it. Findings 1 — 25.

The Commission did not err in determining that, with conditions, the Applicant’s
proposed buffer enhancements would be sufficient to mitigate impacts to the North
Fork of Issaquah Creek so as to justify a buffer reduction under IMC 18.10.790.
Substantial evidence in the record, including the Revised Critical Areas Study, showed
that the proposal would appropriately mitigate impacts to the North Fork and would
result in functional lift to water quality, hydrologic function, and habitat function for the
North Fork. The Appellant failed to submit evidence contradicting this. Moreover, while
the Appellant contends that the City should have required the Applicant to plant
additional vegetation in the WSDOT right-of-way as a permit condition—an issue it
raised for the first time in its response brief—the City lacks authority to require this. The
Applicant has complied with the vegetation enhancement provisions of the municipal
code. Findings 1 — 25.

DECISION

Because substantial evidence supports the Commission’s decision to issue an SDP for the
proposal, the appeal is DENIED.

DECIDED this 2" day of March 2019.

74 S
| S—— g ( / .

ANDREW M. REEVES
Hearing Examiner
Sound Law Center
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Attachment A

Exhibits:
The parties agreed to designate the entire SDP record before the Development Commission as
exhibits for the SDP appeal, which were indexed as follows:

CoNO~wWNE

16.

17.

18.

19.

City Staff Report, dated December 6, 2019 [not considered]

Development Commission Minutes, dated May 1, 2019 (at SDP 0001)

Development Commission Agenda Packet, dated May 1, 2019 (at SDP 0008)

Development Commission Staff Presentation, dated May 1, 2019 (at SDP 0181)

Development Commission Minutes, dated August 21, 2019 (at SDP 0219)

Development Commission Agenda Packet, dated August 21, 2019 (at SDP 0220)

Development Commission Staff Presentation, dated August 21, 2019 (at SDP 0342)

Development Commission Minutes, dated September 25, 2019 (at SDP 0371)

Development Commission Agenda Packet, dated September 25, 2019 (at SDP 0372)

Development Commission Minutes, dated October 2, 2019 (at SDP 0492)

Development Commission Agenda Packet, dated October 2, 2019 (at SDP 0501)

Development Commission Staff Presentation, dated October 2, 2019 (at SDP 0977)

Notice of Decision, dated October 2, 2019 (at SDP 0984)

Development Commission Meeting Video, dated May 1, 2019 (submitted
electronically)

Development Commission Meeting Video, dated August 21, 2019 (submitted
electronically)

Development Commission Meeting Video, dated September 25, 2019 (submitted
electronically)

Development Commission Meeting Video, dated October 2, 2019 (submitted
electronically)

Letter from Connie Marsh to Development Commission, dated August 21, 2019 (at
SDP 0999)

Letter from Issaquah Environmental Council to Development Commission, dated
August 20, 2019 (at SDP 1004)

The parties also agreed to designate the following exhibit admitted in the SEPA MDNS appeal
hearing for consideration in this SDP appeal:

C-1.

Revised Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance, dated October 2, 2019, with the

following attachments:

a. SEPA Environmental Checklist, submitted March 5, 2019

b. Critical Areas Study (Revision 01), dated May 16, 2019

C. Tributary Drainage Basin Review, OSG|O’Neill Service Group, dated September
11, 2019
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d. Evaluation of Impact on Tributary, OSG|O’Neill Service Group, dated September
25, 2019

e. Environmental Consultation & Peer Review for SEPA, The Watershed Company,
dated September 26, 2019

f. City of Issaquah River & Streams Board minutes, dated March 26, 2019; City of
Issaquah River & Streams Board minutes, dated June 4, 2019

g. Revised SDP Application plan set, SDP Rev “C”, dated July 12, 2019

Appeal, Motions, Pleadings, and Orders:

Notice of SDP Appeal, Issaquah Environmental Council, received October 23, 2019
Hearing Examiner’s Pre-Hearing Order, dated October 24, 2019

Hearing Examiner’s Pre-Hearing Order, (2" Revised October 30, 2019)

Notice of Appearance (David A. Bricklin), dated November 18, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Motion for Summary Judgment on the issue of the
Proper Characterization of the Tributary of the North Fork of Issaquah Creek, dated
November 18, 2019; Declaration of William J. Taylor, dated November 15, 2019;
Declaration of Connie Marsh, dated November 18, 2019

Applicant’s Motion for Summary Judgment - Site Development (SDP) Appeal, dated
November 18, 2019

Applicant’s Motion for Summary Judgment - MDNS Appeal, dated November 18, 2018,
[Withdrawn]

Motion to Dismiss Appeals for Lack of Standing, dated November 18, 2019 [Withdrawn]
Hearing Examiner’s Pre-Hearing Order (3™ Revised November 21, 2019)

Hearing Examiner’s Pre-Hearing Order (4" Revised November 21, 2019)

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Motion to Amend Third Prehearing Order,

dated November 22, 2019

Amended Notice of Appearance (Katherine D. Hambley), dated November 22, 2019,
City of Issaquah’s Pre-Hearing Brief, dated November 25, 2019

City of Issaquah’s Response to Cross-Motions for Summary Judgment and Applicant’s
Motion to Dismiss, dated November 25, 2019; Declaration of Katherine Hambley in
Support of City’s Response to Motions, dated November 25, 2019

Applicant’s Response to IEC’s Summary Judgment Motion RE: Characterization of
Tributary as Part of the Site Development Permit (SDP) Appeal, dated November 25,
2019

Applicant’s Hearing Brief, dated November 25, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Response to the City’s Motion for Summary Judgment
— Site Development Permit (SDP), dated November 25, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Response to Motion for Summary Judgment — MDNS
Appeal, dated November 25, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Opposition to Applicant’s Motion to Dismiss for Lack
of Standing, dated November 25, 2019; Declaration of John MacDuff on Behalf of
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Issaquah Environmental Council, dated November 22, 2019; Declaration of Connie
Marsh, dated November 22, 2019; Declaration of David Kappler, dated November 22,
2019; Declaration of Janet Wall, dated November 22, 2019; Second Declaration of
William J. Taylor, dated November 25, 2019

Applicant’s Response to IEC’s Motion to Amend Third Pre-Hearing Order, received
November 27, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Motion to Strike and Response to Waiver Argument,
dated November 27, 2019

Stipulation Regarding Designation of SDP Record, dated November 27, 2019

Hearing Examiner’s Order on Motions and revised Pre-Hearing Order (5" Revised
November 29, 2019)

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Reply RE Open Record Hearing, dated November 29,
2019

Hearing Examiner’s Response to Appellant’s Request for Reconsideration, dated
December 3, 2019

Appellant’s Witness and Exhibit List, dated December 3, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Pre-Hearing Response Brief, dated December 3, 2019
Issaquah Environmental Council’s Motion for Clarification of Order on Motions and
Revised Prehearing Order (November 29, 2019), dated October 4, 2019

Appellant’s Amended Exhibit List, dated December 4, 2019

Hearing Examiner’s Response to Appellant’s Motion for Clarification, dated December
5, 2019

Index to the SDP Record, dated December 16, 2019.

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Pre-Hearing Response Brief, as amended to include
SDP record citations on December 16, 2019

City of Issaquah’s Response to IEC’s Pre-Hearing Response Brief, dated December 19,
2019

Applicant’s Response Regarding SDP, dated December 19, 2019

Applicant’s Citations and Objection to Record RE Ditch/Tributary Issues, dated
December 19, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Response to Applicant’s Objections, dated December
30, 2019

Issaquah Environmental Council’s Reply Brief on Permit Issues, dated December 30,
2019

Hearing Examiner’s Update on Decision, dated February 21, 2020
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